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Reaching out for social justice. Coming together for community.




Regional Faith Based Action Grants

Request for Proposals 

Project Description

One Family Inc. and the Paul and Phyllis Fireman Charitable Foundation along with Episcopal City Mission’s Burgess Urban Fund are seeking proposals to develop and implement a plan to organize the faith community within local Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness (ICHH) regional networks across Massachusetts. The goal of this proposal is to support collaborative efforts between ICHH networks and faith based groups who are endeavoring together to bring about an end to homelessness in their region. The proposals must include a plan to:

· Engage congregations and faith based groups in the work of ending homelessness

· Leverage additional resources to support the work of the ICHH network

· Fill in service gaps in your community  

· Broaden the stakeholder base of the regional network

· Educate a wider audience in the region of the work to end homelessness in Massachusetts
We are seeking 8 to 10 responses that can produce a performance based plan for organizing the faith community within the ICHH regional network. This grant is to provide some dedicated organizational capacity to organizing, educating, and activating the faith community.  All plans must take into account the local ICHH regional network work plan, which will be made available.  

Communities wishing to compete for this funding must be willing to do the following:

1. Secure the local faith community will to end homelessness by having the local faith leadership initiate a convening of diverse faith based stakeholders

2. Create an interfaith steering committee or advisory council to oversee the work of this collaboration and ensure that this committee/council will work in partnership with the local Leadership Council

3. Define the strengths and talents of the local faith communities 

4. Identify gaps in local services and strategize how the faith community might be able to fulfill some of these gaps 

5. Develop do-able strategies to connect the ICHH regional network to the local faith community with the goal of further engaging the faith community, leveraging resources, and filling service gaps

6. Create an action plan to implement strategies

7. Solicit stakeholder feedback and finalize strategic plan

8. Announce, publicize, and implement the plan

9. Participate in an evaluation of the grant

Support  

Throughout this process One Family and Episcopal City Mission will be available to provide technical assistance, event planning assistance, and other support to assist in the convening and organizing process.  One Family and ECM will request an update on progress of your work in the fall of 2009 and a formal evaluation will follow.  
Grants awards will range from $5,000-$7,000. 

How to submit a proposal:

Interested parties should submit their plan no later than May 29, 2009 to Emily Cohen, One Family, Inc. 186 South St., Boston, MA 02111. If there are questions, contact Emily at 617-423-0504 ext 205 or ecohen@onefamilyinc.org. 

Proposals will be accepted from both/either ICHH Regional Coordinating Agencies or faith based groups/congregations. Within the proposal there must be proof of a clear commitment on the part of both parties (faith and regional network) to address this work together.  


1. A proposal should be no longer than 5 typed pages. 
2. Letters of interest or commitments from local communities should be attached.
3. Information of local organizations planning to be involved should also be included.
4. Names, phone numbers, and email addresses for people for who will be overseeing this organizing grant should also be included.
5. Awardees will be notified by June 30, 2009.   
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