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The Commonmealth of Hassarhusetts

ir the Year Two Thoussnd and Nine
An Act to promote responsible and effective transitional assistance.

Be it enasted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Ganerol Court assembled, and by the authority
uf the same, as follows:

SECTION 1; Notwithstauding any general or special law to the contrary the Undersecretary of the

1
2 Department of Housing and Community Developient, in consuliation with the Commissioner of the
3 Depariment of Transitionsl Assistance, shall make a report detailing recommended regulations to prohibit
4 the pxaétic.q pif housing homeless residents in hotels or motels throughout the commonwealth, These
5  recommended guidelines shall include temporary housing alternatives which provide cost savings to the
6 _yﬁomménwealth 2 well a5 a tixaoline to eliminate such practive within 1 year. All residents cuerently
7  Ybeing sheltered it hotel or motel acoommedations shall bs required to have access 1o food reftigeration a&
8  wsll as kitchen facilities including an oven on the premises; and provided further that no mumdeipality
9  ghall house a percentage of homeless individuals in hotels or motels which exceeds twioe that
10 communities’ percentage of total state population. The report shall be submitted to the clerk of the
11 Senate and clerk of the House of Representatives, along with the House and Senate Committecs on Ways
12 and Means o later than 30 days following the passage of thiz act.
13 SECTIONZ Notwithstending any geversl or speciul law o the contrary, eligible recipients of direct
14 cash dasiatirice shall be prohibited from the use of direct cash assistance funds held on. electronic benefit
15 trsiadir Sards for o puechage of alcoholio beveregee, tobacsa, or ltiery products. Fugthet, such funds
16 may ot bé withdrawn from sald oards in the form of cush, bt may be expended only through the direct
17 useof ship elsctronic benefit wansfer card. The Deparmment of Transitional Assistance shall conduct 2
18 mdi;thiy' feview ‘of individual cath assistance usage to ense sonformity with established regulations.
1%

Coh daskitanos finds shall solely be expunded by the lipible individval teceiving such funds unloss such
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20 mdlvadtw can demonmme a documented medical disebility or incapability which reqidires that an
21 authonzed represenmﬁvea be pmmd aceess to such fundg on behalf of the eligible individual,

22 SEC‘TION\B:» Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, recipients of transitionaf aid
23 w‘t“amﬂie‘:.s with dependent children shail got be considered in compliance with the work

24 reqxiirﬁmnt by participating in babysitting, home-schooling a child, participating in a substance
25  abuse progtam while in a substance abuse shelter, participating in the supported work Program,
26  participating in vocational rehabilitation services, participating in a housing search while steying
27 inen emergency shelter, patticipating in post secondary education, college work study, or

28 mtemshlps' pmwded further that a pregnant mother shall be exempt from the work requirement
29 for not mam than the Tast ten days of pregnancy except in the instance of 2 documented medical
30  reason for axesmpnon, provided further that an unemployed recipient without any documented
31 medical necessity to requive otherwise rust demonstrate documented evidence of a job search
32 begmmng a period not lator then 3 months after giving birth; provided further that a participant
33 who gw&s birt:h to a child while receiving benefits shatl not be exemnpt fiom the 24 month time
34 lirmt requh‘ement a8 a result of such birth; provided further that 2 participant shall not be

35 cons;derad exampt from the work requirement as a result of caring for a ¢hild not their own and
34 fer whm*n tha pammpant does not receive benefits; provided further that a child over 18 years of
37 age shall nut be consldewed a dependent child for the purposes of this program; provided further
38 that a pm*ﬁcxpant shall be exempt from the work requiremnent for not more than ninety days

39 folkowmg the birth of a child who is not exeropt from the family cap or who serves as the

40 caretakar Qf 2 chl!d exciuded ‘by the family cap; provided further that a participant shail not be
41 conszdemd exempt from the work requirement due to age prior to reaching age sixty five;

42 pmwded ﬁmhar that a participant ghall not be exempt from the work requirsment for a pevipd of
43 ,txme mm than ane year while partivipating in a GED program; provided further that upon first
44 wcmvmg benaﬁes 2 participant shall be exempt from the work reguirement for ot wore than
45 thmy days whﬂe looking for and starting a qualifying work program activity; provided farther
4% that a parucxpant shall not be sxempt from the work requirement for performing community
47 servsca unless the participant can produce docurmented evidence of the completion of said
AB commumty smvm to the Department of Transitional Assistance; provided further that showld the
49 I}eparunem of Transxtmnal Assistance determine that a program participant lacks basic English
50 pmﬁmency, smd participant shall be required to enroll and complete an English language
51 prosmp _thh,in w set period of time to be prescribed by the commissioner of the department of
52 trasitioual assistance. |
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