SUMMARY OF FY 2010 OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL CONFERENCE AGREEMENT ON ITEMS OF INTEREST TO OUR WORK
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

Homeless Assistance Grants: $1.865 billion, $71 million above the request and $188 million above 2009, for grants to local communities to provide housing and services for the homeless. This increase will help fund new competitive projects in communities with capacity and demonstrated need for this housing. As many as 3.5 million Americans are likely to experience homelessness in a given year.

Housing Vouchers:

• Section 8 Tenant Based Vouchers: $18.2 billion, $348 million above the request and $1.2 billion above 2009, to support 2.1 million vouchers to individuals and families.

• Veterans Affairs Housing Vouchers: $75 million, matching 2009 and $75 million above the request, to provide 10,000 new housing vouchers for homeless veterans.

• Family Unification Vouchers: $15 million, $5 million below 2009 and $15 million above the request,to assist youth aging out of foster care and families separated because of a lack of housing.

• Section 8 Project Based Vouchers: $8.5 billion, $457 million above the request and $1.4 billion above 2009, to provide affordable housing to 1.3 million low-income families and individuals, two-thirds of whom are elderly or disabled.

Section 811 program $300 million

Public Housing: With approximately 1.2 million households in public housing, managed by some 3,300 public housing authorities (PHAs), the bill invests in:

• Public Housing Capital Fund: $2.5 billion, $256 million above the request and $50 million above 2009, to help Public Housing Authorities make critical repairs and improvements to public housing units and improve living conditions for residents.

• Public Housing Operating Fund: $4.775 billion, $175 million above the request and $320 million above 2009, for maintenance, crime prevention and energy costs

Housing Counseling and Foreclosure Prevention: More than 6 in 10 homeowners delinquent in their mortgage payments are not aware of services that can help them. To help households at risk, the bill invests in:

• Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation (NRC): $233 million, $66 million above the request and $52 million above 2009, to provide counseling for families in danger of losing their homes to foreclosure.

 National Foreclosure Mitigation Counseling: $65 million to continue providing information and assistance to homeowners seeking to avoid foreclosure.

• Housing Counseling Assistance: $87.5 million, $12.5 million below the request and $22.5 million above 2009, to continue pre-purchase counseling for prospective homebuyers and foreclosure prevention counseling.

NeighborWorks Organizations: $35 million for additional capital grants for NeighborWorks organizations to develop and finance affordable housing projects across the country.

Community Development Block Grants: $4.45 billion, matching the request and $550 million above 2009, to fund community and economic development projects in 1,180 localities. This funding will help struggling states and communities to support the needs of their low-income populations.

***Rural Innovation Fund: $25 million, matching the request, for a new initiative that will encourage innovative practices to further economic development in rural communities, including in the areas of housing and sustainability.

Native American Housing Block Grants: $700 million, $55 million above the request and 2009, to rehabilitate and construct housing on Native American lands. This formula grant program provides a range of affordable housing activities including housing development, housing services, crime prevention and safety, and

activities that provide creative approaches to solving affordable housing problems on Indian reservations and Indian areas.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

The bill provides funding to address several significant priorities, including:

***• Renovating surplus building on VA medical campuses to use as housing for homeless veterans. Specifically, $50 million for the renovation of vacant buildings on VA campuses to be used as housing with supportive services for homeless veterans. The VA estimates that on any given night, 131,000 veterans are homeless. This program will strengthen the VA’s goal of eliminating homelessness among veterans by providing housing and counseling services in settings that are in close proximity for VA hospitals.

· Assistance for Homeless Vets: $3.2 billion, matching the request and $421 million above 2009, for healthcare and support services for homeless veterans; including $26 million for a Presidential Initiative to combat homelessness, $150 million for the homeless grants and per diem program, $20 million for supportive services for low income veterans and families, and $21 million to hire additional personnel for the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program.

•Rural Health: $250 million as requested to continue the Rural Health Initiative and an additional $30 million to increase the number of Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) in rural areas for veterans who do not have ready access to VA hospitals. More than 3.2 million (41%) of enrolled veterans live in rural or highly rural areas.

Mental Health: $4.6 billion, matching the request and $300 million above 2009, for mental healthcare to treat the psychological wounds of returning combat veterans, including post-traumatic stress disorder. Includes an additional $1 million to provide education debt relief as a hiring incentive for mental health professionals.

Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OEF/OIF) Veterans: $2.1 billion, matching the request and $463 million above 2009, to meet the healthcare needs of veterans who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan. The VA estimates that the number of OEF/OIF veterans in the VA healthcare system in 2010 will have increased by 61 percent since 2008.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Community Health Centers: $2.2 billion, matching the request and 2009, to provide primary health care to 17 million patients, of whom 40 percent are uninsured, in 7,500 service delivery sites. These centers provide high quality care in both urban and rural underserved areas across the country.

SAMHSA/CMHS

• $5 million increase for State homelessness grants to provide an estimated 11,000 additional homeless and seriously mentally ill individuals with community-based support services

• $7 million increase to double an initiative that integrates primary and behavioral health care for an estimated three million Americans with severe mental illnesses.

Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment: $2.5 billion, $61.5 million above 2009 and $18.5 million above the request, for substance abuse prevention and treatment programs administered by SAMHSA. Increases are provided for a number of programs, including:

• $20 million increase for treatment drug courts to provide additional individuals involved in juvenile, family, or adult drug courts with needed substance abuse treatment and recovery support services, including the provision of social services for children with methamphetamine-addicted parents; and

$20 million increase for the substance abuse and treatment block grant to fund State drug abuse prevention, treatment and rehabilitation services

Low Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP): $5.1 billion, matching 2009 and $1.9 billion above the request, to ensure that approximately 7.5 million low-income households continue to receive the home energy assistance they need in a volatile energy market. Language allows states to provide assistance to households with income up to

75 percent of the State median income.

***Foster Care Innovation: $20 million, matching the request, for a new initiative to improve outcomes for children in foster care by providing incentives to States to develop evidence-based improvements for children in long-term care.

***  ACF: Within the total for Social Services and Income Maintenance Research, the

conference agreement includes $2,000,000 for benefits outreach and enrollment

assistance activities. The conferees intend that these funds be awarded

competitively to private, non-profit organizations to support on-going, facilitated

outreach and enrollment assistance to low-income individuals and families to

access already existing Federal, State, and local benefit programs.

Other report language: The conferees are concerned that individuals and families affected by the .economic recession are not receiving critical health care, nutrition assistance, tax credits and other benefits for which they qualify. The Recovery Act required one percent of the $1,000,000,000 for CSBG grants to be used by States for "benefits enrollment coordination activities relating to the identification and enrollment of eligible individuals and families in Federal, State and local benefit programs". The conferees direct ACF to report to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate on the States' use of the funds and whether these funds achieved the intended purpose.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Education for Homeless Children and Youth $65.427 million, the same as FY 2009 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

YouthBuild: $103 million, $33 million above 2009, to expand the YouthBuild program so that nearly 7,000 at-risk youth can gain high school credentials and construction skills training while building affordable housing for low-income families.

***Transitional Jobs: $45 million for a new initiative based on a proven employment strategy to help workers who face substantial barriers to entering the workforce, including substance abuse, poor mental and physical health, disability, and low educational attainment.

Veterans Employment and Training: $256 million, $23 million above 2009, to maximize employment and training opportunities for veterans transitioning to the civilian workforce, and to protect their employment rights.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

• Office of Justice Programs: $2.28 billion for grants to state and local organizations to fight and prevent crime, including $519 million for Byrne Justice Assistance Grants, $330 million for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program, $45 million for drug courts, and $494 million for programs for at-risk youth and missing, exploited or abused children.

Second Chance Act Offender Reentry Programs: $100 million, $75 million above 2009, for demonstration programs and other activities to break the cycle of recidivism, increase public safety, and reduce the future costs of incarceration. Nearly 650,000 people are released from state and federal prison yearly and an even greater

number reenter communities from local jails, and with a national recidivism rate of over 60%, nearly 400,000 of them will be back in prison within three years if we do not develop new ways to break this cycle.

• Office on Violence Against Women (OVW): $418.5 million, $29.5 million above 2009, to prevent and prosecute violence against women and strengthen services to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking. This includes $210 million for STOP (Services, Training, Officers, and Prosecutors) formula grants, $15 million for sexual assault victims services, and $41 million for civil legal assistance. All other Violence Against Women Act programs meet 2009 funding levels. ( I would presume this includes the transitional housing program)
Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS): $1.1 billion, matching the request and $260 million above 2009. This funding will support a total number of 85,000 AmeriCorps members, an increase of 10,000 from fiscal year 2009. This funding will enable these individuals to serve their communities while earning an education award to further their education or pay off student loans. AmeriCorps members conduct vital services for nonprofits and communities including financial counseling, disaster response, housing support, and after school programs.

***Innovation in Service: $65 million for innovative activities in community engagement. Included within the total is an initial investment of $50 million to launch a new Social Innovation Fund that will leverage matching non-Federal funds to scale up proven programs and invest in promising new ideas in low-income communities.

In addition, $4 million will be awarded to States to develop and improve volunteer recruitment efforts and $1 million will be awarded to improve the ability of non-profits to engage in more effective management processes.

