H.2407

An Act Relative To The Creation Of A Sex Offender Management Board

Lead Sponsor: Rep. Kay Khan

WHY THIS LEGISLATION?  This bill makes our communities safer.

· Our policies must be tough, smart and. cost-effective.
· The state’s programs and policies must be predicated on proven evidence-based approaches that incorporate the practical experience of law enforcement and the courts to identify, evaluate, treat and manage adult and juvenile sex offenders. Much has been learned in the past 15 years.
· This bill will ensure the citizens of the Commonwealth that more is being done to protect them and keep their families and communities safe.  
THIS LEGISLATION IMPROVES CURRENT LAW:

· This bill creates a state-wide Sex Offender Management Board to achieve safer communities and reduce victimization with the authority to establish standardized evidence-based guidelines for the assessment, treatment, and management of both adult and juvenile sex offenders and to then implement these best practices.  (States that have successfully implemented similar Boards include CA, CO, DE, IL, NM, OR, TN, TX, and WA).

· This bill requires that professionals who work with adult or adolescent sex offenders have the necessary experience and training.

· This bill ensures developmentally appropriate policies and practices for children and youth that differ from those for adults and reflect their specific needs.

BILL SUMMARY:  

This bill establishes the Sex Offender Management Board to achieve safer communities and actually reduce victimization. It will have the authority to:  

1. Assess what is working and not working in the Commonwealth regarding adult  and adolescent sex offenders policies and practices. The state has created programs that have been models for the rest of the country and then de-funded them.  It is essential that we invest in what we know works. 

2. Create state-wide, evidence-based standards for the assessment, treatment, and management of adult and adolescent sex offenders.  State-wide standards will serve to ensure that the professionals who work with these populations have the experience and expertise necessary and that the programs keep our communities safe.   

3. Implement these standards for adults and youth across the Commonwealth.    Currently, MA has a voluntary credentialing for professionals working with adolescents and none for those working with adults. This law will establish required credentialing standards to ensure that all professionals have the strong knowledge base they need to work with these populations.   

4. Regularly update standards and review new proposals regarding adult and adolescent sex offenders.  The Board will regularly update the standards to ensure that the most recent research is reflected in our assessment, training, treatment and management of adult and juvenile sex offenders.  

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS: The ALLY Foundation, Boston Area Rape Crisis Center, Citizens for Juvenile Justice, Jane Doe Inc., MASOC (Massachusetts Adolescent Sex Offender Coalition), MATSA (Massachusetts Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers) and Massachusetts Citizens for Children.
For further information, please contact: the Office of Rep. Kay Khan at (617) 722-2011 or Darrell.Villaruz@mahouse.gov

