1/23/12

Dear Community Partners:
We invite you to a press conference to announce the results of the 2011 Homeless Youth and Young Adult Point in Time count and to announce the pilot phase of the Compass project’s first-of-its-kind approach to prevent youth and young adult homelessness in Worcester on Tuesday, February 7th at 9:00am at North High School Auditorium, 150 Harrington Way Worcester, MA 01604.  
Supporting Worcester’s ongoing effort to understand, prevent, and address youth and young adult homelessness, the Worcester Teen Housing Task Force in conjunction with Clark University and the Compass Project conducted the third annual Point in Time survey on October 19th 2011.  Out of the 535 young people ages 13-25 surveyed, 102 (19%) identified as homeless—living in shelters, couch surfing, in parks, on the streets, in cars, or abandoned buildings.  In addition to these 102 young people, another 137 youth who were housed reported that they had a friend who was homeless.       

Results from this survey show that youth and young adults facing homelessness are experiencing high levels of family conflict and financial instability.  Homelessness exacerbates mental health problems, causes disruptions in school, employment, and relationships, and makes young people vulnerable to health problems and engaging in risky behavior to survive.  Pathways out of homelessness are quite difficult for young people to navigate.   We know it is critical to minimize early experiences of homelessness to prevent chronic adult homelessness.
In addition to presenting the results of the Point in Time count, we are thrilled to announce the Compass Pilot intervention.  This Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts funded initiative will introduce a supportive case management model and coordinate a system of care for vulnerable youth and young adults to prevent homelessness.  This first-of-its-kind community-based collaborative approach directly addresses the issues learned in the Point in Time count.
Please RSVP to Laurie Ross at 508-873-3957.  We hope that you are able to join us for this important event.
Sincerely,

Anne H. Bureau

Worcester Community Connections Coalition Program Director/ Co-Director of the Teen Housing Task Force

Laurie Ross, PhD

Clark University and Co-Director of the Compass Project
