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About The Network
Our Mission:  The Western Massachusetts Network to End Homelessness creates collaborative and innovative solutions to end homelessness through a housing first approach that prioritizes prevention, rapid re-housing and housing stabilization.
The Need:  Across the Commonwealth, approximately 3,000 families are homeless.  With shelters full to capacity, over 1,000 families are living in motels across the state, costing the Commonwealth over $3 million each month.  Right here in Western Massachusetts, there are close to 600 homeless families and 200 chronically homeless individuals.  During the course of the 18 month pilot program launched in 2009, with substantial re-housing resources funded by the Massachusetts Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness, the number of homeless families declined significantly.  With those resources spent, and the economy in a slow recovery, that number has risen once again.
The Housing First Response:  Housing First forms the basis for the new approach to solving homelessness and the Network is at the helm of its implementation across the region. This approach seeks to preserve or provide housing first, along with appropriate support services, in order to effectively reduce homelessness.   This response is in sharp contrast to a long-standing system that unintentionally drove families and individuals to shelters as the quickest resource for housing and social service support.  The Housing First approach has a proven track record of success across the country, including right here in Western Massachusetts.
Our Unique Role:  Through its Leadership Council (see reverse), the Network has developed the broad-based constituency required to develop a multi-faceted response to the crisis of homelessness across Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and Berkshire Counties.  As a facilitator for regional collaboration, it fosters innovation, obtains resources and coordinates those resources for maximum impact in its efforts to end homelessness in Western Massachusetts.
Visit our blog at http://westernmasshousingfirst.org to learn more.

Our Leadership Council

Chair: Lynne Wallace, vice president, Dietz & Co. Architects, Springfield
Co-Chair: Father Stan Aksamit, Our Lady of Peace Parish, Turners Falls

Members: Jim Ayres, CEO, United Way of Hampshire County • Paul Bailey, executive director, SpringfielPartners for Community Action • Jane Banks, project director, Center for Human Development • Mayor Michael Bissonnette, City of Chicopee • Timothy Brennan, executive director, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission • Alvina Brevard, assistant director field operations, Department of Housing and   Community Development • Kathryn Buckley-Brawner, Director, Catholic Charities, Diocese of Springfield • Dave Christopolis, director of planning, Berkshire Community Action Council • Steve Como, executive vice president, Soldier On • Kathleen Damon, chief executive officer, The Carson Center • Rabbi Justin David, Congregation B’Nai Israel • Ken Demers, vice-president, New England Farm Workers Council • Sylvia deHaas-Phillips, senior vice-president community impact, United Way of  Pioneer Valley • Dr. Evan Dobelle, president, Westfield State College • The Honorable Ben Downing, state senator, Berkshire County • Doreen Fadus, executive director, Health Care for the Homeless, Mercy Medical Center • Judge Robert Fields, Western Division Housing Court • Paul Fitzsimons, regional director, Department of  Children and Families • David Gadaire, executive director, Career Point • Paul Gage, executive director, Family Life Support Center • Peter Gagliardi, executive director, HAPHousing • Brad Gordon, executive director, Berkshire County Regional Housing Authority • Kris Hazzard, President and CEO, Berkshire United Way • Claire Higgins, executive director, Community Action • Steven Huntley, executive director, Valley Opportunity Council •  Lori Ingraham, assistant treasurer, Easthampton Savings Bank • Mary Reardon Johnson, executive director, YWCA of Western Massachusetts • Peg Keller, senior planner, City of Northampton • Charlie Knight, former consumer, Springfield • Jay Levy, regional manager, Elliot CHS-Homeless Services • Michael Longley, Greenfield Director, Department of Transitional Assistance • Gerry  McCafferty, acting director, City of Springfield Office of Housing • William Messner, president, Holyoke Community College • Bill Miller, executive director, Friends of the Homeless •
David Modzelewski, coordinator of homeless housing, Mental Health Association • Andrew Morehouse, executive director, The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts • Rebecca Muller, director, Grantswork • Elton Ogden, president, Berkshire Housing Development Corporation • Yasmin Otero, regional director, Department of Transitional Assistance • Jerry Ray, director of homeless services, Mental Health Association • Paul Robbins, Paul Robbins Associates • Carmelina Romano, former consumer, UMass-Amherst graduate student • The Honorable Stan Rosenberg, state senator, Hampshire/Franklin Counties • Jay Sacchetti, vice president shelter/housing, ServiceNet • Bob Schwarz, executive vice president, Peter Pan Bus Lines • Robin Sherman, executive director, Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority • Linda Stacy, executive director, United Way of Franklin County • Elizabeth Sullivan, special projects coordinator, Mental Health Association • Amy Swisher, director of public and community health, Baystate Franklin Medical Center
Staff:  Pamela Schwartz, network coordinator • Andrea Miller, data and development consultant
The Western Massachusetts Network to End Homelessness currently receives support from both federal and private funders, including the Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, the Davis Foundation, the Fireman Foundation and the United Way of Pioneer Valley, which also serves as the Network’s fiscal sponsor.
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