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NETWORK ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

WHY SUPPORT OF $1 MILLION FUNDING IN THE GOVERNOR’S HOUSE 2 BUDGET (LINE ITEM 7004-0109)  IS CRITICAL TO FURTHER SUCCESS
The Western Massachusetts Network to End Homelessness (“Network”) works to create collaborative and innovative solutions to prevent and end homelessness with a housing first approach.  Since March, 2009, when the Network came into existence with initial support from the Massachusetts Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness, it has exceeded its goals and is on course for continuing the successful delivery of prevention and re-housing services for homeless and at-risk families and individuals.  The Governor’s proposal to fund these regional networks statewide at $1 million for Fiscal Year 2013 (FY13) is critical to the Network’s capacity to make this increasing success possible.  The Network’s accomplishments include:

· The Network provided 2,096 families with prevention services that allowed families to avoid homelessness in the initial 18-month state-funded pilot period (2009-2011), exceeding the number of families it expected to serve by close to 100.
· The Network leveraged state funding to successfully obtain private support from the United Way of Pioneer Valley, the United Way of Berkshire County, The Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts, the Davis Foundation and the Fireman Foundation.  Private dollars have both provided direct support to homeless and at-risk families and provide for basic Network coordination.  This model of public-private partnership is vital to the Network’s sustainability.
· In June, 2011, when a devastating tornado hit the Springfield area, Network coordination provided the foundation for an extraordinary response by community partners that resulted in re-housing for over 300 homeless families in record time.  
· Network partnerships were vital to the successful implementation of state policy shifts in response to family homelessness, specifically the new HomeBASE program.  As these shifts continue into FY13,  the Network’s role in facilitating coordinated implementation is critical to these programs’ success.
· In response to the continuing crisis facing families living in motels, Network partners took the initiative of forming a “motel task force” that provides enhanced services to families to support housing search, job search, child and adult health and a wide range of basic needs.  Over 70 families have been served by this initiative in its first two months alone.  
· The Network recently completed a 2-year action plan to develop education and workforce opportunities for homeless and at-risk families, and we are poised to implement this plan. State funding for the Network is critical to making this happen.
The Western Massachusetts Network to End Homelessness  Leadership Council
Chair: Lynne Wallace, vice president, Dietz & Co. Architects, Springfield
Vice-Chair: Father Stan Aksamit, Our Lady of Peace Parish, Turners Falls

Members: Mayor Richard Alcombright, City of North Adams, • Jim Ayres, CEO, United Way of Hampshire County • Paul Bailey, executive director, Springfield Partners for Community Action • Jane Banks, project director, Center for Human Development • Mayor Michael Bissonnette, City of Chicopee • Timothy Brennan, executive director, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission • Alvina Brevard, assistant director field operations, Department of Housing and  Community Development • Kathryn Buckley-Brawner, Director, Catholic Charities, Diocese of Springfield • Dave Christopolis, director of planning, Berkshire Community Action Council • Steve Como, executive vice president, Soldier On • Rabbi Justin David, Congregation B’Nai Israel • Ken Demers, vice-president, New England Farm Workers Council • Sylvia deHaas-Phillips, senior vice-president community impact, United Way of  Pioneer Valley • Dr. Evan Dobelle, president, Westfield State College • The Honorable Ben Downing, state senator, Berkshire County • Doreen Fadus, executive director, Health Care for the Homeless, Mercy Medical Center • Judge Robert Fields, Western Division Housing Court • Paul Fitzsimons, regional director, Department of  Children and Families • David Gadaire, executive director, Career Point • Paul Gage, executive director, Family Life Support Center • Peter Gagliardi, executive director, HAPHousing • Joanne Glier, assistant director, Department of Transitional Assistance, Brad Gordon, executive director, Berkshire County Regional Housing Authority • Kris Hazzard, President and CEO, Berkshire United Way • Clare Higgins, executive director, Community Action • Steven Huntley, executive director, Valley Opportunity Council •  Lori Ingraham, assistant treasurer, Easthampton Savings Bank • Mary Reardon Johnson, executive director, YWCA of Western Massachusetts • Peg Keller, senior planner, City of Northampton • Charlie Knight, former consumer, Springfield • Kim Lee, vice-president of advancement, Square One, Jay Levy, regional manager, Elliot CHS-Homeless Services • Gerry  McCafferty, acting director, City of Springfield Office of Housing • Mayor Bill Martin, City of Greenfield • Diana McLean, City of Westfield • William Messner, president, Holyoke Community College • Bill Miller, executive director, Friends of the Homeless • David Modzelewski, coordinator of homeless housing, Mental Health Association • Andrew Morehouse, executive director, The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts •  Mayor Alex Morse, City of Holyoke • Rebecca Muller, director, Grantswork • Town Manager John Musante, Town of Amherst • Mayor David Narkewicz, City of Northampton •Elton Ogden, president, Berkshire Housing Development Corporation • Yasmin Otero, regional director, Department of Transitional Assistance • Jerry Ray, director of homeless services, Mental Health Association • Paul Robbins, Paul Robbins Associates • Carmelina Romano, former consumer, UMass-Amherst graduate student • The Honorable Stan Rosenberg, state senator, Hampshire/Franklin Counties • Jay Sacchetti, vice president shelter/housing, ServiceNet • Mayor Dominic Sarno, City of Springfield, • Bob Schwarz, executive vice president, Peter Pan Bus Lines • Robin Sherman, executive director, Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority • Linda Stacy, executive director, United Way of Franklin County • Elizabeth Sullivan, special projects coordinator, Mental Health Association • Amy Swisher, director of public and community health, Baystate Franklin Medical Center • Mayor Michael Tautznik, City of  Easthampton • Steve Winn, vice-president, Behavioral Health Network

Please visit http://westernmasshousingfirst.org to get connected!
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