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    SUMMARY OF ESG ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 2013-2014 

	Emergency Solutions Grant(ESG)
ESG services should be provided only to the extent necessary to prevent homelessness for an individual or family by stabilizing the household within their housing unit or relocating them to a more appropriate unit. Eligible households should be able to demonstrate enough income each 30 day period to pay rent, any utilities, transportation costs, and to purchase food. 

	Household Composition: Families and Individuals 

Income eligibility:  
· Household must be below 30% Area Median Income (AMI)
Categorical Eligibility:

· Must have a Writ of Summary (eviction case)
· Must be currently housed

· Must not have any housing alternatives due to insufficient resources and/or support networks

· Not EA Eligible (family or individual is homeless)

Financial Assistance: 
· Rental arrears and late fees (no court costs/legal fees) up to 6 months 
· Utility arrears (if ESG eligible) up to 6 months.
· Short-term rental assistance (up to 3 months of rent)
· Medium term rental assistance (4 – 24 months of rent)
 Households with housing voucher or other form of housing assistance (public funds) may only receive up to $2,000 in financial assistance and can’t be receiving the same type of assistance through other public resources (i.e. RAFT) at the same time.

Households that live in unsubsidized housing may receive up to $4,000 in financial assistance.
Households that live-in or are moving to unsubsidized housing and need relocation assistance to prevent homelessness may receive up to $4,000 in financial assistance which can include:
· Last month’s rent, security deposit, rental application fees, utility deposit, moving costs, mediation and legal services ( only to resolve a legal problem that prohibits the participant from remaining in their current unit or relocating)
Please encourage clients that appear to be eligible to call any of our offices listed below for assistance.  Due to staff shortages, we do not encourage anyone to walk-in for assistance. 


    Franklin County Office

North Quabbin Office
     Hampshire County Office
                       Ware Office
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    393 Main Street
                

 167 South Main Street
     17 New South Street, Suite 116
     6 South Street

              
    Greenfield, MA 01301

Orange, MA 01364
                       Northampton, MA 01060
                       Ware, MA 01082

              
    (413) 475-1570
                  
(978) 544-8091                              (413) 582-4237

                       (413) 967-4920
              
    (413)773-3834 –fax

(978) 544-2805 – fax
     (413) 582-4248 – fax

     (413)967-4917 – fax
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