Coalition for Homeless Individuals 

Homeless Individuals-Line item 7004-0102

Requested Amount for FY15- $48,500,000.00


Summary

Funding for homeless individuals is included in the state budget through line item 7004-0102.  Designed to assist individuals who are homeless or at the risk of becoming homeless, these programs are in most cases separate from the system serving homeless families.  While homeless families have a so-called “Right to Shelter,” no such provision exists for homeless individuals, which means that programs in this line item do not receive automatic increases to cover the needs of the clients they serve on a yearly basis.  

There are 40 emergency assistance programs across the state that serve homeless individuals currently funded through this line item.  These 40 programs include:

· 30 “shelter” programs that offer a place to sleep in addition to other stabilization services
· 21 shelters receive a “bed rate” under $30

· 19 shelters receive a “bed rate” over $30

· 8 day programs that provide a safe place and/or meals in addition to other stabilization services, but do not provide beds and are exempt from benefitting from any increases in the “bed rate”
· 2 other programs receive funds through Interagency Service Agreements 

In most cases, a program is offering more than just food and a place to sleep; they also provide a variety of services that help stabilize clients.  With the funding from this line item, these programs offer a continuum of transitional support for individuals coming out of homelessness, as well as a variety of services, including: Permanent Supportive Housing, Health Care, Job Training/Job Readiness, Job Creation and Job Placement, Outreach, Case Management, Mental Health treatment and Substance Abuse treatment as well as Food, Shelter, and Clothing.  
State funding to these programs have remained stagnant over the past 13 years regardless of the actual demand experienced by these organizations or their ability to effectively serve their clients. Most recently, there have been notable increases in unaccompanied women, veterans, and young adults (ages 18-24) that have become homeless.  However, through targeted programming, collaboration and outreach within the provider community, the overall number of homeless individuals—particularly those that are chronically homeless—has been reduced.  While these programs’ efforts have helped reduce costs and boosted good outcomes, there is still much more work that remains to be done.  

Breakdown of Funding 

	Fiscal Year
	Actual Funding 
	Adjusted for Inflation 

	2001
	$35,420,129
	$48,528,717

	2003
	$30,000,000
	$39,516,941

	2006
	$35,050,000
	$42,258,533

	2008
	$35,939,936
	$40,723,161

	2011
	$37,292,852
	$40,463,562

	2014
	$40,595,722
	$41,398,732

	Gov’s FY 2015
	$40,751,657
	


Since FY2001, there have been two “bed rate” payment increases:

· FY2012 Minimum Rate increased from $12.92/bed/night to $20.00/bed.
· FY2013 Minimum Rate increased from $20/bed to $25/bed (affected 17 agencies/42% of the line item).
· Currently, the minimum “bed rate” is locked in at $25/bed, though the actual payment varies from program to program.  
· The statewide “bed rate” average is $32/bed.  

From FY01 to FY14, the funding for homeless individuals decreased by 14% when adjusted for inflation.  During the same time period, funding for homeless families increased by 71% when adjusted for inflation.

About The Coalition for Homeless Individuals 

The Coalition for Homeless Individuals is a collaboration among shelters and service providers across the state who assist homeless individuals on their road to regaining self-sufficiency. Included in the coalition are:

Boston Healthcare for the Homeless (Boston)

Boston Public Health Commission (Long Island/Boston) 

Boston Rescue Mission (Boston)

Father Bill’s and Mainspring, Inc. (Brockton/Quincy/South Shore)

Friends of the Homeless (Springfield)

Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance 

Pine Street Inn (Boston)

Project Place (Boston)
Somerville Homeless Coalition
South Middlesex Opportunity Council—Roland’s House, Turning Point, Meadows, Shadows (Marlboro/Framingham/Natick)

St. Francis House (Boston)

