RAFT Amendment #595 to proposed FY21 House Budget
(lead sponsor Representative Kevin Honan)

The proposed changes to the RAFT program would:

Direct DHCD to use a short, simple application with minimal processing time for
the EDI fund;

Remove the sustainability requirement in order to qualify for the $10,000 benefit
to allow RAFT to be used more effectively during the ongoing pandemic when
households continue to face economic insecurity

Allow the self-certification of income, under pains and penalties of perjury, to
streamline the application process and make it less burdensome on applicants.

Allow the RAFT benefit to be used more flexibly to achieve stability for as many
residents and property owners as possible; and

Allow any funds appropriated for RAFT to continue forward to ensure they are
used by the program.

Clarify that the benefit for the upstream arrearage program shall be the lesser of
up to four times the monthly rent or mortgage payment or the actual amount of
money owed

Explicitly create a temporary Eviction Diversion Initiative fund (EDI fund) in
RAFT and authorize $30 million to be used for that program.



