Hampden County Individual Services Committee Meeting Minutes - 7/26/21

Announcements:

« The CDC Eviction Moratorium ends on 7/31. The Network is joining with Homes for
All MA to push for passage of the COVID-19 Housing Equity bill in order to provide
the necessary protection. Please see this Network blog post on the organizational sign-
on letter in support and please sign on!

« The state FY22 budget was signed into law. Good news on the whole for housing
investments; good news for Safe Havens shelter/housing in Franklin/Hampshire
Counties and good news for Network funding. Stay tuned for blog posts for additional
detail (make sure you're subscribed! go
to https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/sign-up-for-the-network-blog-to-get-

updates/ to sign up!).

Prioritization of Emergency Housing Vouchers
The remainder of the meeting focused on discussion around the prioritization of new Emergency
Housing Vouchers that are coming to Hampden County, roughly 80 new vouchers).

Typically, allocation has been based on prioritizing length of homelessness and highest

needs. HUD is requiring a focus on racial equity in distribution of these vouchers (consistent
with the goal of the CoC and the Network overall) and with a more targeted look at the by-names
list and distribution of permanent supportive housing, it is clear that there is racial disparity in
the distribution of these resources based on the current prioritization criteria.

Gerry provided data on this point and discussion ensued. See the attached Powerpoint with notes
for a summary of both.

The discussion will continue at the Hampden CoC Board of Directors meeting on 7/29 and the
Board will make final decisions on the prioritization with this Committee's input informing the
decision making.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, 8/24, 1 pm. See Zoom link below.


https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2021/sign-on-letter-to-stop-covid-19-evictions-and-foreclosures/
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/sign-up-for-the-network-blog-to-get-updates/
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/sign-up-for-the-network-blog-to-get-updates/

