
 

 

January 27, 2022  

  

The Honorable John F. Keenan, Senate Chair 

Joint Committee on Housing 

State House Room 413-F  

Boston, Massachusetts 02133  
  

 Re: Requesting your support of S.874, An Act promoting housing stability and homelessness 

 prevention in Massachusetts.  
  

Dear Chairman Keenan,  

  

As members of the Western Massachusetts Senate delegation, we are writing to urge your support of the 

favorable report from the Housing Committee on S.874, An Act promoting housing stability and homelessness 

prevention in Massachusetts.  We are writing on behalf of our constituents across all four western counties, 

including over 150 partners from the Western Massachusetts Network to End Homelessness, who have made 

clear the urgent need for action on this bill.  
  

COVID has exposed deep inequities in the eviction system. As the Senate Reimagining the Future of 

Massachusetts report states, it is time to bring a “new approach to evictions,” and “to ensure a fairer process, 

Massachusetts should guarantee tenants a right to counsel…”   
  

We agree.  Now is the time for a right to counsel program in Massachusetts.  
  

As of mid-December, over 100,000 households in Massachusetts reported that they were very or somewhat 

likely to be evicted in the next two months.  Most of these households consist of people of color and those with 

children.  The toll of eviction is devastating on all but particularly on those with mental health challenges, 

where often the cause of the eviction is related to the mental health condition itself.    
  

Since the lifting of the eviction moratorium in October of 2020, Trial Court data indicates that Western 

Massachusetts has seen over three thousand eviction cases for nonpayment of rent. Of those cases, an average 

of 92% of tenants did not have lawyers while the vast majority of landlords had attorneys.  This inequity holds 

true across the state: in 2021, 90% of tenants did not have legal representation when facing eviction, while 86% 

of landlords had the benefit of legal representation.   
  

People need representation from start to finish for a complicated court process where the consequence is losing 

shelter. A right to counsel program is a tried-and-true tool to avoid displacement and prevent homelessness. 

Over the past year, right to counsel programs have been adopted in Maryland, Connecticut, and Washington and 

13 cities.    
  

 



The success of full representation is clear.  According to data from the COVID Eviction Legal Help Project, 

which provided full representation in eviction cases, 90% of extended service cases closed resulted in positive 

outcomes, with 70% of tenants remaining in their homes and 20% receiving more time to find a new place to 

live.   
  

S.874 and H.1436 would level the playing field and provide low-income tenants and owner occupants with full 

representation in eviction cases.  Further, this bill is unique as it provides representation to both tenants and 

owner-occupied property owners in eviction cases. It will also save the Commonwealth money.  According to 

the Boston Bar Association report, Assessing the Benefits of Full Legal Representation in Eviction Cases, for 

every dollar spent on representation, the Commonwealth would save $2.69 in costs associated with emergency 

shelters, health care costs, and other services as a result of eviction.    
  

The delegation respectfully requests that S.874 be reported favorably from the Housing Committee with your 

support. Thank you for your consideration of this matter, and please do not hesitate to contact any of our offices 

with additional questions about the legislation.  

  

Sincerely,  
 

  

Senator Adam G. Hinds  

Berkshire, Hampshire, Franklin, & 

Hampden District  

  

  

Senator Anne M. Gobi  

Worcester & Hampden District  

 

 
 

   

Senator Joanne Comerford  

Hampshire, Franklin, & Worcester District  

  

  

Senator John C. Velis  

2nd Hampden and Hampshire District  

  

  

Senator Adam Gomez  

Hampden District  

Senator Eric Lesser 

First Hampden and Hampshire District 


