
Career Services Committee Meeting Minutes - 9/15/25 

In attendance: Nathan Andary, STCC, Brunilda Aponte, Way Finders, Ilian Caez, MassHire 

Springfield, Meghan Donnelly, Berkshire Community College, Shannon Doran, Greenfield 

Community College, Jeff Haydne, Holyoke Community College, Anne Kandilis, Springfield 

Works, Ben Ostiguy, HCC, Cindy Ray, MassHire Franklin Hampshire, Jodi Smith, Way Finders, 

Kate Smith, MassHire Holyoke, Elizabeth Veillette, CHD 

 

Resources shared 

 

Job Fairs:  

• TOMORROW: Thurs., 9/18, Hampshire Mall - MassHire Franklin Hampshire 

• 10/6 - Basketball Hall of Fame - MassHire Springfield 

• STCC - 10/16 

 

Other training resources: 

• HCC job training programs 

• Workforce Pell Grants resource for job training and more 

Partner Updates: 

• Berkshire Community College: seeing students who are struggling with housing 

insecurity in the face of lost jobs and other stresses on income.  Finding it extremely 

difficult to secure alternative housing. [group brainstorm: one possibility to pursue is the 

Training Opportunity Program (TOP) - extends unemployment benefits for students - can 

be a vital resource 

• Holyoke Community College (Jeff): seeing a record number applying for their workforce 

programs; looking at staffing challenges to meet the demand; working with Springfield 

Works and Baystate Health Center (to name a couple) - new programs afoot; Ben also 

noted the high number of students who are single parents, doubled up with their parents, 

stress in managing child care, family dynamics, all of it makes for limited bandwidth to 

apply for housing supports. 

• STCC (Nathan): seeing these same pressures among their students; noting the impact of 

organizational support such as Dress for Success; recommended this job search platform - 

Nathan would be happy to offer assistance in learning it - contact him at 

nandary2401@stcc.edu 

• MassHire Holyoke (Kate): noted unemployment is going up - # of long-term employed 

has doubled over the last 2 years - when unemployments runs out, housing is most at risk 

• CHD (Elizabeth): noting fewer jobs to apply for, more part-time jobs, wages seem to be 

going down; families coming up against length of stay in shelter - all very worrisome 

• Springfield Works (Anne): launched the Cliff Effect pilot in February - participants 

receive $300-700/month over 2 years while working towards a career - bridge payments 

are intended to support upward mobility (neutralize the cliff effect) - and at the end of the 

https://www.masshirefhcareers.org/files/custom/favicons/Fall-Multi-Industry-Flyer-9-18-25.png
https://masshirespringfield.org/wp-content/uploads/Job-Expo-Employer-List-Oct-2025-091125.pdf
https://www.stcc.edu/resources/career-services/career-fairs/
https://www.hcc.edu/courses-and-programs/workforce-development/free-job-training-programs
https://www.shrm.org/topics-tools/news/organizational-employee-development/workforce-pell-grants-become-a-reality
https://stcc.lightcastcc.com/browse-careers?radius=25%20miles&region=Hampden%20County


2 year period, participants receive $10K in asset-building funds.  The goal is to get 

people beyond a livable wage.  Currently 16 participants across the state. 

• MassHire Franklin Hampshire (Cindy): seeing more people age 55 and older who are job 

searching and having a very hard time finding jobs - ageism is a factor.   High enrollment 

at various job trainings (e.g., 46 people enrolled in 8 week training for welding in 

Franklin County) 

 

Network Policy and Advocacy Updates 

• Federal Executive Order attacks Housing First, proven strategy to end homelessness - see 

blog post here 

• Action to protest HUD conditions on funding - see blog post here (a quick sign!) 

• Rent Control is on the November, 2026 ballot - must collect 75,000 signatures by Dec. 3! 

Learn more and get connected here. 

Next Quarterly Meeting: Monday, December 15, 11 am 

 

https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2025/trumps-dehumanization-in-his-executive-order-on-homelessness/
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2025/trumps-dehumanization-in-his-executive-order-on-homelessness/
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2025/hud-puts-housing-funds-at-risk/
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2025/join-the-rent-control-campaign-kick-off-this-saturday-september-13/

