Family Services Committee Minutes - 10/14/25

In attendance: Melissa Blisset, Square One, Will Davila, CHD, Jenn Deiringer, Mayra de Jesus,
Shriners Children's, Matt Montanaro, ServiceNet, Darcy Gauthier, BHN, Melissa Marlowe, DPH
For Families, Christy O'Brien, CHD, Lizzy Ortiz, ACO, Dorothy Prieto, Headstart, Tina Rockwood,
Salasin Project, Pamela Schwartz, Network, Khelsey Smith, YWCA, Rachel Trant, DCF, Amanda
Watson, Franklin County Housing

Family Shelter Updates

EA providers are seeing a downsizing of EA beds - Servicenet has only 1/4 of its beds occupied;
CHD is seeing a downturn in referrals and anticipating a reduction in units from 200 to 160 in
January.

General consensus is that this reduction is NOT due to decreasing need but to stricter eligibility
criteria, reducing access. ServiceNet is tracking families who are seeking shelter and unable to
gain access (either denied or due to the additional documentation requirements). Thus far they
have seen 15 families in each location (Pittsfield, Greenfield) unable to access shelter while
experiencing homelessness.

HLC Request for Information for Diversion Pilot:

Pamela shared the latest information on this RFI for a Diversion Pilot. There is an information
session on Monday, October 20, 3:30- 4 pm before responses are due on October 22. Register
for the zoom here.

Federal budget/policy update

HUD is threatening CoC funding by requiring a new funding application this year with more
restrictive requirements, e.g., capping funds for permanent supportive housing at no more than
30% of amount awarded. This would have DRASTIC consequences to households all over the
country, state and region. In MA, we have 3,800 PSH units, totaling $91 million. There is
intensive advocacy ongoing to stop this from happening. GO HERE to sign on to the action alert
from the National Alliance to End Homelessness.

Rent Control Ballot Campaign

The Network is supporting the statewide Rent Control Ballot Initiative for which signatures are
currently being collected. 70,000 signatures must be submitted to clerks' offices by 12/2 (but

for organizing purposes the deadline is Nov. 19!). Western MA is doing a great job collecting -
the highest in the state so far. To get petitions, contact Rose

at Rose@springfieldnooneleaves.org. To connect to your county coordinator, see

the Network blog post here for their contact info.

Legislative Updates

Pamela has been testifying on behalf of the Network in support of our legislative priorities that
have come up for legislative hearings. She recently testified in support of the real estate
transfer fee for affordable housing and Yes in My Backyard (for multi-family housing as a matter
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of right). Access to Counsel and Bill of Rights for People Experiencing Homelessness are both
on deck for hearings next week.

Announcements:

e Community Legal Aid is helping people apply for shelter. Folks can apply for services at
www.communitylegal.org. Feel free to email me with questions: jdieringer@cla-
ma.org.

e Current Head Start openings in Northampton for half day classroom and Head Start at
Home program. Email Dorothy Prieto, Enrollment coordinator at
dprieto@communityaction.us.

Next meeting date: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 11 am
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