Youth and Young Adult (YYA) Homelessness Committee Minutes - 10/15/25

In attendance: Rebecca Edwards, Town of Ware, Keith Hedlund, CHD, Vega Johnson, Three
County CoC, Ann Lentini, Domus, Hayley Nelson, Hampden CoC, Declan Nolan, My First Place,
Phil Ringwood, DIAL/SELF, Missotoy Rivas, Springfield YAB, Pamela Schwartz,

WMNEH, Cinnamon Smith, Westover Job Corps, Tasia Williams, STCC

CoC Updates
Hampden CoC:

On the By-names list 140 YYA, including 10 sleeping outdoors, 24 in transitional housing
programs, 28 in shelter, 50 couch surfing, 17 at-risk; 36% male, 59% female, 1% nonbinary; 61%
identify as Hispanic, 28% identify as Black, 16% identify as white. 39 of 140 are parenting youth.
Trend data: last quarter, 150 YYA on By-names list; last year, 173 on By-names list

Since Jan. 2025, between housing programs, vouchers, referrals, housed/stabilized 63 young
adults have been served (i.e., housed, received vouchers, stabilized, provided referrals). The
CoC just received 21 new FYI (Foster to Youth) vouchers from DCF (great news!) - these are in
circulation, apartment searches are underway.

Youth hotline (operated by CHD and Gandara) - 129 calls in the first quarter

Three County CoC:

On the By-names list - 82 YYA; 31 identify as LGBTQ, 15 new youth submitted assessments in
this quarter

21 YYA in shelter or transitional housing (6 for first time)

Exits to permanent housing - 2 (20%)

There are Rapid Rehousing openings coming up in Gandara and DIAL/SELF (YYA moving to
permanent housing!).

Louison House in Adams just celebrated the opening of its YYA housing with 6 new beds. Great
news!

Other program news:

e Westover has openings in its program - contact Cinnamon Smith for more info:
Smith.Cinnamon@jobcorps.org.

e State announced a new Youth Resources web page here: https://www.mass.gov/youth-
young-adult-resources

e Reminder: on higher education/housing partnerships at STCC and Holyoke Community
College (with housing via AIC and Elm College) and MCLA housing in Pittsfield in a
partnership with Berkshire Community College

Federal budget/policy update
HUD is threatening CoC funding by requiring a new funding application this year with more




restrictive requirements, e.g., capping funds for permanent supportive housing at no more than
30% of amount awarded. This would have DRASTIC consequences to households all over the
country, state and region. In MA, we have 3,800 PSH units, totaling $91 million. There is
intensive advocacy ongoing to stop this from happening. GO HERE to sign on to the action alert
from the National Alliance to End Homelessness.

Legislative Updates

Pamela has been testifying on behalf of the Network in support of our legislative priorities that
have come up for legislative hearings. She recently testified in support of the real estate
transfer fee for affordable housing and Yes in My Backyard (for multi-family housing as a matter
of right). Access to Counsel and Bill of Rights for People Experiencing Homelessness are both

on deck for hearings next week.

State budget news:

o EOHHS declared a 2% cut from all youth programs statewide (in both Three County and
Hampden). That cut is being absorbed.

¢ Pamela shared that work is happening now among executive agencies to devise the
FY27 budget - Governor will release her FY27 budget in mid-January. The Network is
working in partnership with its statewide partners (e.g., MA Coalition for the Homeless,
CHAPA) in any advance advocacy. The general climate is one of conservatism in view of
federal threat of major cuts (and Medicaid cuts coming in FY27).

« Sign on to this action alert from the National Alliance to End Homelessness - it takes
less than a minute.

o Connect to the Statewide Rent Control Ballot Campaign by getting your petitions and
connecting to your county coordinator. Email our Steering Committee member and
Director of Springfield No One Leaves Rose Webster-Smith
at rose@springfieldnooneleaves.org to get what you need!

Statewide Rent Control Ballot Initiative

The Network is supporting the statewide Rent Control Ballot Initiative for which signatures are
currently being collected. 70,000 signatures must be submitted to clerks' offices by 12/2 (but
for organizing purposes the deadline is Nov. 19!). Get your petitions and connect to your county
coordinator (see contacts in this blog post) or email Director of Springfield No One Leaves Rose
Webster-Smith at rose@springfieldnooneleaves.org to get what you need!

New Western MA Housing Study

Way Finders joined with UMass Donahue Institute to issue a second comprehensive report on
housing needs in western MA. This report offers a comprehensive tool for our region to
understand our housing needs (community by community) and to advocate for addressing
them. See key findings here. And the report's public release presentation slides here.



https://endhomelessness.org/action/act-now-hold-hud-accountable-and-protect-coc-program-funding/
https://endhomelessness.org/action/act-now-hold-hud-accountable-and-protect-coc-program-funding/
mailto:rose@springfieldnooneleaves.org
https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2025/join-the-rent-control-campaign-kick-off-this-saturday-september-13/
mailto:rose@springfieldnooneleaves.org
https://www.wayfinders.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Key-Findings-Final-Version-09052025.pdf
https://www.wayfinders.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Building-Homes-Building-Futures-10-1-25-slides.pdf

Next quarterly meeting date: Wednesday, January 14, 11 am - 12 noon



